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KRIER 
President’s Corner 
 
 
Take a Bow No. 1! 
 
Kiwanis Club No.1, Detroit should be proud. The Birthday Party held on 
Saturday January 18, 2014 at the Detroit Yacht Club was a splendid event. Two 
hundred and nine Kiwanis members and guests gathered and enjoyed an 
evening together. We were blessed to have the International President Gunter 
Gasser and First Lady Christiana in attendance along with the Kiwanis 
International President Elect Dr. John Button and his wife Debbie. Sue Petrisin, 
the Vice President of Kiwanis International and the first woman elected to that 
position (she is from Michigan!!), was also in attendance. The leadership of 
the Kiwanis family was there with us and they are also excited about the 100th 
anniversary celebration planned for next year.  
 
A special recognition of all of the Birthday Committee members, led by Major 
Herb Fuqua, is in order. The committee members did a fantastic job showing 
how teamwork can really work. The 100th anniversary celebration will be held 
next year at the Detroit Renaissance Marriott on January 24, 2015. 
Committees are formed and the complete list will be published on our 
website. If you are interested in helping plan for the 100th anniversary 
celebration, contact me or Marian O’Higgins and we will make sure you find a 
committee that works for you. We also will receive help from other Kiwanians 
throughout the Michigan District. Thanks again for a job well done. If you 
missed this year’s party, you definitely don’t want to miss next year’s 
celebration!  
 

      Eric, Your President 
 

 
     

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 
CLUB MEETINGS 
 
 On January, 7th, our guest speaker was Therese  
Quattrociocchi-Long from Children’s Hospital. Our 
club has supported the hospital for many years 
through peanut sales and donations from our 
foundation. Jack Ray, president of the foundation, 
presented Therese with a check as we continue our 
commitment to their good work.  
 

 
 
 Important Announcement!! The Club Board will 
decide if meetings should be cancelled due to 
inclement weather (and we have had some 
challenges so far this winter!). At this time, club 
meetings will be cancelled only if Detroit Public 
Schools are closed on the day of our meeting. Be 
sure to check your email if you are in doubt – a 
notice will be sent.  
 

Upcoming Speakers 
 
February 4th: 
  Antoine Bejamin of Benjigates Estates, LLC 

 
February 18th: 

  Book stickering at Dencap Warehouse  
 
 

 
March 4th: 
  Scott Greenlee, Michigan Attorney General's        
        Office 
 
March 18th: 
  Our own Marcia Ford – “How to use our Kiwanis  
        updated web page"       
 

GIVING SERVICE 
 
Our Books for Kids project continues to be one of 
our signature service efforts. On January 18th, we 
had volunteers there stickering books when we 
were greeted by International President Gunter 
Gasser and First Lady Christiana. They visited with 
everyone there and First Lady Christiana took many 
photos as she chatted with the volunteers. Guess 
we’ll be in her photo album as she is in ours!  
 
January 20th, the National Day of Service in honor 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., brought more 
volunteers to the warehouse to help process 
books. The following helped on either or both 
January 18th and 20th: representatives from City 
Year and the George Johnson CPA firm of Detroit; 
members of Detroit Kiwanis No. 1 Club Marian 
O'Higgins, Gloria Smart, Joe Lentine, Jr., Eric 
Sabree, Felicia Tyler, Jerry Jones, Kris Miranne, 
Jeanette Harris and Karen Palka along with family 
and friends (apologies to anyone whose name is 
not listed).  Finally, Dr. Bass was there as always 
helping with book distribution on Monday.   
 

 
International President Gunther and First Lady Christiana 
check out one of the books.  



 

 
 
Jeanette, Eric, First Lady Christiana, Marian and International 
President Gunter look over some of the inventory.  

 

 
 
Our many helpful volunteers 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Future Kiwanians at work 

 

 
 
We have been busy – during 2013, we distributed 
72,625 books to 66,608 children and youth! We 
received 50.000 additional books from First Book in 
December 2013 so even more books will be on the 
shelves shortly for distribution.   
 
Upcoming Stickering Dates:  
 

 February 8th 

 March 8th 

 May 10th 
 

As a reminder, we meet at the Dencap Warehouse 
at 45 E. Milwaukee, Detroit.  



 

CAMPERSHIP SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
Reminder – Deadline of February 17th is rapidly 
approaching …  
 
Every summer, the Detroit Kiwanis Foundation 
supports scholarships for campership programs 
thanks to the generosity of the Drevant Fund. If 
you know of a summer program that could use 
assistance, please forward them to our website 
(www.kiwanis1.org) for further information. Or, 
they can contact Kris Miranne by email at 
Kristine.miranne@att.net or by telephone: 
313.870.7577. We already have some proposals in 
hand but welcome others to apply. As a reminder, 
we only support programs, not individual campers.  
 

ELIMINATE FATIGUE? 
 

 
 
As I visit clubs, I am hearing that folks are getting a 
little tired of hearing about The ELIMINATE Project.  
I have heard that some folks just want to enjoy a 
nice, restful meal and relax a little and not be upset 
by hearing about dying mothers and babies.  Well, 
my response to that is help Kiwanis International 
raise $110 million U.S. to save the babies and the 
children and we won’t be talking about it all the 
time… but till then we must and we will.  Kiwanis is 
not a social Club; Kiwanis is a Service Club! 
 
Detroit No.1 is a leader in the Michigan District by 
agreeing to become a Model Club, one which 
pledges $750 per member over a five year period.  
That’s only .41 a day per person - if we did no fund 
raisers at all.  But, thanks to individual gifts and  
 

 
fundraising, as of December 31, 2013,  we have 
raised $13,390 toward our total goal of $42,000.  
 
At the 99th Birthday Party, the Silent auction 
yielded $1800 for The ELIMINATE Project. Thank 
you, Sharon Gwizdowski and Darlene Farrugia for 
doing the heavy lifting for the Silent auction.  
Thanks to everyone who donated merchandise and 
to those who purchased items.  We saved 1,111 
lives!  At the party, Kiwanis International President 
Gunter Gasser spoke about his trip to Madagascar 
and how he felt as he witnessed first-hand the 
difference Kiwanis is making in the lives of women.   
 
Fatigued?  Not us!!! We will not rest until children 
stop dying for lack of a vaccine that is cheap and 
has been around since the 1930s.  So dig deeper 
and ask your friends and family to help.  When you 
go to sleep each night, isn’t it a grand feeling to 
know that you have saved a life? 
 

Jeanette 
 
OUR 99th BIRTHDAY PARTY! 
 
The 99th Birthday Party was a great success – we 
had over 200 people representing 38 clubs from 
the United States and Canada along with 
International President and First Lady Gunter and 
Christiana Gasser from Austria. We also welcomed 
International President Elect John Button with his 
wife Debbie and International Vice President Elect 
Sue Petrisin.  
 
As the festivities were getting underway, guests 
had the opportunity to go through a receiving line 
to meet our honorees and to “shop” the silent 
auction.  All proceeds, approximately $1800, went 
to support The Eliminate Project.  
 
As in years past, our entertainment was provided 
by young people – Ms. Hadiya Knight played the 
violin before and during dinner while the Detroit 
Youth Volume also played violins and then sang  
about “saying no to drugs”.  They all deserved the 
standing ovation they received. 
 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/
mailto:Kristine.miranne@att.net


We were inspired by President Gasser’s keynote 
address when he shared his experiences traveling 
worldwide and the positive impact that The 
Eliminate Project has had on women and children. 
We are reminded that there is much more work to 
do and that we are “Building a Bridge for Children 
to the Future”. 
 
We also honored two of our own club members 
with Zellers Awards. Beverly Wiggins and Lucas 
Wright give tirelessly to Kiwanis – they step in and 
do what needs to be done without being asked and 
always go beyond. Look them up in the dictionary 
and you’ll find both listed under SERVICE.  
 
Congratulations for a Job Well Done!  
 
Hello Members of our super duper 99th Kiwanis 
Birthday Committee - Eric Sabree, Marian 
O'Higgins, Darlene Z-Farrugia, Chuck Hall, Sharon 
Gwizdowski, Mary Ann Sinar, Vernita Beverly, 
Sheila Connally, Kimme Counts Reed, Gloria Smart, 
Marcia Ford, Greg Zink, Tony Monk, Karen Walker 
and Barbara Freeborn. 
 
Now that the dust has settled and our 99th 
Birthday Party becomes part of the history of our 
great #1 Club, I want to thank you as a team and as 
individuals for your wonderful contribution and 
fulfilling your responsibilities in such a professional 
manner. I am proud as punch of each one of you. 
 
Yes, it was a ton of work, but I think the end 
product was worth it. It would not have happened 
without your leadership, hard work, investment of 
time and your skills. I thought it was a very good 
evening and hope you did too. 
 
God bless you, as only He can, in whatever manner 
is pleasing to Him for all that you have done in 
making the world a better place to live and serve. 
 
Well done team!!!!!! 
 

Herb 

Sharing in the Fun  
 

Jeanette Harris posted over 80 photos from the 
party – these are but a few. To see all of the 
pictures click on: 
 
https://plus.google.com/u/0/photos/1068713398685

47959268/albums/5970840195167651441 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/photos/106871339868547959268/albums/5970840195167651441
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The 100th Party is Coming Soon! 

We can’t rest on our laurels – the planning for the 

100th Birthday Party is underway. We will be 

working with Kiwanis International to throw what 

is bound to be the best bash ever in 2015! 

Projections are for 2000+ Kiwanians to be there – 

be sure you can stand up and be counted.  

Look for news shortly about committees and the 

opportunity to join in. Contact Eric Sabree for 

further information at EricSabree@yahoo.com. 

Save the Date 

January 24, 2015 

100th Anniversary Celebration 

of 

Kiwanis Club No. 1, Detroit 

and of  

Kiwanis of the World 

Marriott Renaissance, Detroit 
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